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METHICILLIN-RESISTANT STAPH INFECTIONS IN DOGS & CATS: INFORMATION FOR PET OWNERS

The resistant bacteria that we most commonly find on cultures from doss and cats include: Methicil l in-Resistant Staoh
pseudintermedigs{!f RSP), Methicil l in-Residtant Staph schleiferi (MRSS), and rarely human Methicil l in-Resistant Staph
aureus (human MRSA).

Infection caused by such a bacteria is l ikely to be unresponsive to most "everydav" antibiotics. and a bacterial culture wil l
be necessary t,q idpll i ly the type of'bac.teria present and to help delermi.qe wh'ichhntibiotic wil l help to resolve the infection.
You wtll need to tollow youf Veterinarian's instructions very iarefully if treatment is to be successful.

2. In most instances MRSP or MRSS (which we see more commonlv than MRSA) wil l not affect healthv oeoole or Dets.
If,a pet has this bacteria then it l ikely has an underlvine condition thht has made it 'more Drone to secondlrv inlectiori. Skin
all^eigies and. skin parasites are the more common piim-ary.problems for^pets, but other diseases may also p'redispose to
infec-iion. We mdst address and control the primdry probl'em so the infdction is less apt to recur.

3 .Ra re l yMRSAiscu l t u red f rompe ts .  I f i t ' s cu l t u red f romvourDe t . i tw i l l  be imoor tan t fo rvou ren t i r e fam i l v toseevou r
familv plrvsician. ln most instanc6s pets that have a MRSA infecfion acouired the'bacteria fr6m one or more ihdividudls in
the home who may not be showing ahy symptoms.

4. Where did this come from? In most instances we do not know. There are l ikelv to be multiole factors. Previous
antibiotic treatments may play a role in the development of resistant bacteria. espdciallv if the infection is not treated for a
sufficient period of t ime of with an effective dosel Always follow your doctor*s instrirctions and comolete the entire course
of antibiotics that have been.presc^ribed.for an infection. Treatmenfs for resistant bacterial infections typically continue
until infection has been resolved for at least 2 weeks (total course mav be 4-8+ weeks).
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6. A tonical sprav made from the iniectable antibiotic Amikacin mav be recommended. If so aoolv the sorav l ishtlv to
infected areas'ev'erv l2 hours (the a"rea doesn't need to be drionins. lvet). Prevent l ickins of the'ar'ea unti l i thas"dried. A T-
shirt or Elizabethari collar may help to prevent l icking of the ipray"unti l i t is dry.

Unconventional antiobiotic treatments mav need to be considered to resolve infection caused bv a resistant staoh bacteria:
A. Rifampin or Rifidin.capsule;. This_iqdfafely used human.antibiotic. lf i t 's prescribqd fqr yoqr!99fi-t_s_nbt for cats)

l ivdr tests should bd performed BEFORE'treatment and at least weeklv (t*ice weeklv better) DIIRINC treatment.
Even with close monitorins there could be serious reactions in some chs'es. If this has been'nrescribed. and if vou
s .eeppo r .appe t i t e .upse ts to "mach , .o rwe igh t l ossyoumus ts top th i smed ica t i onandca l l  you rdoc to r .  Makesu rd
that'fresh water is alwavs available.

B.  Chloramphenicol  tablets.  
-This 

is  an ora l  ant ib iot ic  that  is  uncommonlv used in dos.s and cats.  I t 's  rare lv  used in
humahs because of the potential for severe reactions. ln fact humahs should we-ar sloves even whenhandlins the
tablets to Drevent even a small amount from beins absorbed throush contact with th"e skin. As this antibiotic dan
upset the Stomach in some patients other medicairons mav need to*be siven to helo with nausea. Blood tests mav
bb recommended BEFORE treatment and weeklv DURINC treatmentln some caies to monitor for nossible
nroblems. Even with close monitorins there codld be serious reactions in some cases. Make sure that fresh water
is alwavs available.

C. Amikacin INJECTIONS. If this is orescribed it mav have to be administered dailv bv iniection. Clients are sometimes
shown how to administer iniectibns of this antibiotic. Because this antibiotic inai affect kidnev function blood
tests and routine urinalsis i,r i l l  have to be performed BEFORE treatment and at least weekly (twicl weekly better)
DURING treatment. Even with close monitorine lhere could be serious reactions in some casi:s. Fresh water
should a lways be avai lable.

D. Doxvcvcline cabsules or tablets. This is a common antibiotic for humans and pets. but not tvpicallv used for staph
ififdctions. If this is prescribed for vour net it should be siven with a l itt le food. In fact it 's helbful for a smdll
amount of food to be' siven after th6 medication so vou'rE certain that it was completelv swallowed (and not stuck
in the throat where it dould cause problems). Fresh'water should always be availhble.
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8._Cemmunication wil l be crit ical. Don't allow prescriptions to run out prior to your next appointment or your next
telephone progress report with your doctor.

Ifyou have questions, please ask at your next appointment. 02009. All rishts reserved.


